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RESPECTING 


REGENERATION  AND  GOOD  WORKS. 


Two  very  important  points  of  Christian  Doctrine,  are 
those  which  relate  to  Regeneration,  and  to  Good  Works. 
On  both  these  subjects,  the  views  presented  in  the  Doc¬ 
trines  of  the  New  Jerusalem  Church  are  far  more  clear 
and  satisfactory  than  those  which  have  formerly  pre¬ 
vailed. 

I.  1.  Regeneration  is  supposed  by  the  Church  of 
England,  and  asserted  in  her  articles,  to  be  conferred  by 
baptism.  Others  imagine  it  to  be  an  operation  effected 
in  a  moment,  by  a  sudden  infusion  into  the  heart  of  jus¬ 
tifying  faith.  According  to  either  view,  the  doctrine  is 
incomprehensible.  Indeed,  so  irrational  have  been  the 
opinions  that  have  been  generally  formed  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject,  that  the  very  idea  of  any  such  thing  as  regeneration 
has,  with  many,  been  brought  into  contempt,  and  been 
considered  as  a  fair  topic  for  infidel  raillery.  But  however 
it  may  have  been  misrepresented,  regeneration  is  an  ob¬ 
ject  which,  of  all  others,  ought  to  engage  the  attention, 
and  stimulate  the  pursuit,  of  every  rational  being.  In 
fact,  to  place  this  object  within  our  reach,  and  thus  to 
draw  our  immortal  spirits  to  their  proper  destination  in 
heaven,  is  the  sole  end  regarded  by  our  Creator  in  call¬ 
ing  us  into  existence  in  this  world  of  nature. 

Let  it  be  seriously  asked,  who  can  be  so  inconsiderate 
as  to  suppose,  that  regeneration,  which  properly  implies 
a  renewal  of  the  heart  and  mind,  is  a  thing  not  necessa¬ 
ry  ; — that  it  is  a  mere  fiction  of  the  imagination ; — that 
man  can  attain  to  the  regions  of  bliss  without  it  ?  Is 
man,  as  we  behold  him  in  the  present  day,  so  exempt 
from  evil  propensities,  as  to  be  qualified,  in  his  natural 
state,  for  the  society  of  angels  ?  Where  care  has  been 
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taken  to  instil  good  maxims  during  the  period  of  educa¬ 
tion,  the  inherent  depraved  propensities  of  our  nature  do 
not  always  break  out  into  those  more  flagrant  crimes, 
which  at  once  call  down  the  reprobation  of  the  behold¬ 
er  ;  but  are  not  the  numerous  instances  in  which  this  is 
the  case — the  multitudes  of  examples  of  wrong  and 
violence,  of  fraud  and  treachery,  which  are  continually 
occurring  before  our  eyes,  sufficient  to  prove  an  evil  bias 
in  our  constitution  ?  And  if  we  were  willing  to  explore 
our  own  hearts  in  the  light  of  genuine  truth,  we  should 
find  that  there  is  no  need  to  look  without  ourselves  to 
obtain  conviction  of  the  fact: — we  should  discover  that 
a  regard  to  our  own  gratifications,  our  own  worldly  in¬ 
terests,  our  own  fancied  importance,  is  continually  car¬ 
rying  us  away,  and  leading  us  to  treat  as  of  no  account, 
if  not  violently  to  injure,  the  happiness,  interests,  and 
feelings  of  others.  It  is  indeed  most  certain,  that  when 
the  more  noble  and  only  saving  motives— the  fear  of 
God  and  reverence  for  his  laws,  are  absent  from  the 
mind,  it  is  nothing  but  a  dread  of  exposing  themselves 
to  the  penalties  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  or  at  least 
of  bringing  disgrace  upon  their  character,  that  withholds 
men  from  indulging  their  evil  inclinations  in  their  most 
pernicious  forms.  And  even  when  a  fear  of  Gjod  and  a 
reverence  for  his  laws  have  established  themselves  in 
the  heart,  we  at  first  find  that  they  are  more  efficacious 
in  bringing  our  evil  propensities  to  light  than  in  remov¬ 
ing  them.  They  will  indeed,  if  we  are  sincere,  generally 
preserve  us  from  a  commission  of  the  acts  to  which  those 
propensities  would  lead  us,  and  they  will  prompt  us  ear¬ 
nestly  to  supplicate  the  Lord  to  remove  the  propensities 
themselves;  but  we  shall  soon  be  convinced  that  this  is 
a  work  which  none  but  he  can  accomplish.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  if  we  are  sincere  in  our  supplications,  he  will  do. 
If,  when  we  have  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Word,  we  are  careful  to  perform  our  part  in 
the  work  of  regeneration,  by  abstaining  from  evil  in  our 
lives,  exploring  at  the  same  time  the  intentions  of  our 
will  by  noting  the  quality  of  the  thoughts  which  spon¬ 
taneously  arise  in  our  minds ; — and  if,  as  we  thus  become 
acquainted  with  the  evil  propensities  of  our  nature,  we 
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implore  the  Lord  for  aid  against  them  ;  he  will  by  de¬ 
grees  impart  to  us  principles  of  love,  and  inspire  us  with 
motives  of  action,  diametrically  opposite  to  these  pro¬ 
pensities  ;  and  operating  in  and  by  these  heavenly  af¬ 
fections,  he  wrill  deliver  us  from  the  influence  of  all  that 
are  of  a  contrary  description,  till  at  length  we  shall  enjoy 
the  blessed  sabbath  of  internal  peace  consequent  upon 
complete  regeneration. 

"Now  when  regeneration  is  considered  in  this  light,  as 
a  progressive  work,  beginning  in  reality  (as  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  for  it  at  least)  at  man’s  natural  birth,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  with  those  who  suffer  it  to  be  continued,  to  the 
latest  period  of  their  life  in  the  world,  and  afterwards  im¬ 
proving  in  perfection  through  all  eternity;  what  is  there 
in  the  idea  that  can  give  the  slightest  countenance  to  the 
senseless  ridicule  with  which  this  sacred  subject  is  so 
often  treated  by  frivolous  and  worldly  minds?  There  is 
this  indeed  to  be  said  in  excuse  for  such  scoffers,  that 
they  can  scarcely  be  said  to  ridicule  the  thing  itself,  be¬ 
cause  they  have  no  idea  of  wThat  is  meant  by  it,  forming 
their  notions  respecting  it  from  the  views  commonly  en¬ 
tertained,  in  which  there  is  certainly  much  inconsistency. 
And  the  same  excuse  may  be  made  for  those  who  make 
light  of  divine  things  in  general, — even  for  those  who 
reject  the  Holy  Word  itself.  For  when  such  persons 
hear  the  doctrines  generally  esteemed  as  orthodox;  as 
when  they  hear  the  common  ideas  of  the  Trinity,  which 
represent  the  Godhead  as  divided  into  three  Persons, — 
an  idea  that,  to  common  reason,  appears  the  same  thing 
as  a  triplicity  of  Gods ; — when  they  are  told,  further, 
that  the  state  of  a  man  hereafter  depends,  not  on  his  life 
and  actions,  but  on  what  he  believes  and  thinks ;  they 
reject  such  sentiments  as  not  merely  incomprehensible, 
but  adverse  to  every  rational  principle  :  and  when  they 
are  informed  at  the  same  time  that  these  doctrines  are 
drawn  from  the  Bible,  they  find  it  much  more  easy  to 
take  this  fact  for  granted,  and  to  extend,  in  consequence, 
their  rejection  to  the  Bible  itself,  than  to  study  that  Di¬ 
vine  Volume  with  diligence  and  a  teachable  spirit,  with 
a  view  of  discovering  what  the  doctrines  are  which  it 
really  teaches.  Would  thev  do  thus,  thev  would  find 
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that  the  Bible  insists  on  the  unity  of  God  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  that  all  the  divine  attributes  cen¬ 
tre  in  the  single  person  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
whom,  as  the  Apostle  so  forcibly  declares,  dwelleth  all 
the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  says  himself 
that  the  Father  and  he  are  One,  and  that  whosoever  hath 
seen  him  hath  seen  the  Father.*  They  would  find, 
further,  that  life — a  pure  life  from  pure  motives,  is  the 
grand  requisite  insisted  on,  from  one  end  of  the  Bible  to 
the  other,  as  man’s  passport  to  heaven.  It  is  true  that 
faith,  that  is,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Lord  and  of 
his  power  to  save,  is  likewise  a  thing  of  the  greatest  ne¬ 
cessity;  but  this  is  always  in  Scripture  held  forth  as  the 
means  of  attaining  such  a  life.  For  goodness  of  heart, 
which  is  the  first  essential  in  purity  of  life,  can  only  be 
received  from  Him  who  is  Goodness  Itself;  and  nothing 
can  be  immediately  received  from  him,  but  when  he  is 
approached  in  that  Divine  Form  which  he  assumed  and 
united  with  his  Essential  Divinity  for  the  express  pur¬ 
pose  of  rendering  himself  approachable  to  his  creatures; 
that  is,  in  his  Divine  Humanity,  in  wrhich  he  is  called 
Jesus  Christ.  Thus  the  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  so  much 
insisted  on  in  the  Gospel  and  preached  by  the  Apostles, 
is  not,  as  it  is  often  represented  at  the  present  day,  an 
enthusiastic  impression  that  we  are  suddenly  saved,  jus¬ 
tified,  and  made  regenerate,  by  a  mere  belief  in  what  he 
has  done  and  suffered  for  us,  and  that  thus  we  are  at 
once  cleansed  from  our  sins  (or  rather  released  from  the 
punishment  we  have  deserved  by  them),  clothed  with 
the  infinite  righteousness  of  our  Redeemer,  and  so  qual¬ 
ified  for  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  his  presence  and 
kingdom  ;  but  real  faith  is  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
Divinity  and  Omnipotence,  with  a  confidence  that  he 
wfill  save  us,  and  deliver  us,  not  merely  from  the  pun¬ 
ishment  due  to  our  sins,  but  from  our  sins  themselves, 
provided  we  resist  our  evil  propensities  with  as  much 
vigor  as  if  our  salvation  depended  entirely  on  our  own 
exertions,  whilst  at  the  same  time  we  acknowledge  that 

*  See  the  Tract  entitled.  The  True  Object  of  Christian  Worship 
Demonstrated  ;  and  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  Elucidated ,  and 
cleared  from  the  Difficulties  in  which  it  is  commonly  involved. 
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all  our  power  is  from  him,  and  that  the  eradication  of 
our  evil  lusts,  with  the  implantation  of  heavenly  affec¬ 
tions  in  their  place,  belongs  to  him  alone.  Thus  shall 
we  at  length  become  wholly  regenerate,  and  be  in  con¬ 
sequence  qualified  in  reality  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
Lord’s  presence  and  kingdom. 

Here  then  we  have,  in  a  brief  compass,  a  clear,  and, 
it  is  presumed,  a  completely  satisfactory  view  of  the 
Scripture  doctrine  of  Regeneration.  But  by  way  of  con¬ 
firming  what  has  thus  been  advanced,  and  to  remove  ob¬ 
jections,  we  will  give  some  of  the  testimonies  respecting 
it  of  the  Word  of  God:  we  will  also  shew  that  it  is  not, 
as  asserted  by  the  Church  of  England,  conferred  by 
baptism ;  and  that  it  is  not,  as  taught  by  others,  the  sud¬ 
den  operation  of  justifying  faith. 

2.  The  necessity  of  regeneration  is  evident  from  many 
passages  of  Scripture.  We  have  here  ample  confirmation 
of  the  naturally  depraved  state  of  man,  which  has  been 
shewn  above  to  be  deducible  from  experience.  When 
David  says,  i  Behold  I  was  shapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  sin 
did  my  mother  conceive  me,’*  he  describes  the  state  of 
all  mankind  as  well  as  his  own.  So  Jeremiah  exclaims, 

£  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately 
wicked;  who  can  know  it?5!  And  when  the  Lord  says 
to  the  Jewish  nation,  c  Thy  father  was  an  Amorite  and 
thy  mother  a  Hittite,’J  he  describes  by  a  strong  image, 
not  the  perverseness  of  that  nation  only,  but  the  ingen- 
erate  corruption  of  the  natural  mind  of  man  through  all 
the  varieties  of  the  human  race.  The  necessity  that  a 
remedy  should  be  applied  to  this  corruption  by  a  renewal 
of  the  heart  and  mind,  is  shewn  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Old  Testament  in  general,  and  in  several  specific 
passages  in  particular;  as  when  David  says  in  the  Psalm 
just  quoted,  c  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0  God,  and 
renew  a  right  spirit  within  me:’||  and  when  the  Lord 
says  by  the  prophet,  c  I  will  take  the  stony  heart  out  of 
their  flesh,  and  will  give  them  a  heart  of  flesh. ’§  But 
in  the  New  Testament  the  doctrine  is  asserted  in  the 
most  unequivocal  terms.  Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus, 

*  Ps.  li.  5.  f  Ch.  xvii.  9.  f  Ezek.  xvi.  3. 

]|  Yer.  10.  §  Ezek.  xi.  19. 
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‘  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born 
again  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Verily,  verily, 
I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  the 
spirit ,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  That 
which  is  born  of  the  flesh,  is  flesh  ;  and  that  which  is 
born  of  the  Spirit ,  is  spirit ‘As  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  gave  he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even 
to  them  that  believe  on  his  name:  which  were  born ,  not 
of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of 
man,  but  of  God.y[  ‘See  that  ye  love  one  another  with 
a  pure  heart  fervently,  being  born  again ,  not  of  corrupti¬ 
ble  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  Word  of  God  which 
iiveth  and  abideth  for  ever.’J  ‘Whosoever  is  born  of 
God ,  doth  not  commit  sin.’  |  ‘Beloved,  let  us  love  one 
another :  for  love  is  of  God  ;  and  every  one  that  loveth 
is  born  of  Gody  and  knoweth  God.’§  ‘Whosoever  be- 
lieveth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  is  born  of  God .  What¬ 
soever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world. JTT 

It  is,  however,  only  they  who  are  indifferent  to  reli¬ 
gious  subjects  altogether  who  entirely  deny  the  doctrine 
of  regeneration:  they  who  are  at  all  conversant  with 
the  Scriptures  are  aware  that  it  is  there  plainly  affirmed  : 
hence  the  error  of  these  does  not  consist  in  a  denial  of 
the  doctrine,  but  in  the  manner  in  which  they  under¬ 
stand  it. 

3.  The  Church  of  England  contends  that  it  is  confer¬ 
red  by  baptism;  and  lest  this  doctrine  of  her  articles 
should  become  obsolete,  as  it  deserves,  it  has  lately  been 
revived  in  the  publications  of  some  of  her  leading  divines. 
But  though  baptism  undoubtedly  has  its  uses,  they  do 
not  extend  so  far  as  this.  Regeneration  is  allowed  to 
include  a  new  formation  of  the  heart  and  mind,  by  which 
the  image  and  likeness  of  God,  in  which  Adam  is  said 
to  have  been  created,  are  restored.  If  this  were  literally 
effected  by  the  rite  of  baptism,  we  should  find  none  in 
a  Christian  country,  where  all  are  baptized,  but  real 
Christians.  The  distinguishing  marks  of  those  that  are 
born  of  God,  as  stated  in  the  quotations  above,  are,  that 
they  ‘love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fervently,5  and 

*  John  iii.  3,  5,  6.  f  John  i.  12,  13.  J  1  Peter  i.  22,  23. 

]|  1  John  iii.  9.  §  Ch.  iv.  7.  Ch.  v.  1,  4. 
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‘  do  not  commit  sin  but  do  we  find  these  graces  in  all 
who  have  received  the  rite  of  baptism  ?  One  wrould 
indeed  wonder  how  any  person  could  take  a  view  of  the 
indifference  to  religious  obligations,  not  to  say  open  pro¬ 
fligacy,  which  distinguishes  the  great  bulk  of  baptized 
persons,  and  yet  continue  to  hold  the  opinion,  that  bap¬ 
tism  confers  regeneration ! 

The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  to  his  Humanity,  under¬ 
went  a  process  exactly  similar  in  kind,  though  infinitely 
transcendent  in  degree,  to  the  regeneration  which  must 
be  experienced  by  all  who  enter  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
the  only  difference  being,  that  man,  by  regeneration,  is 
made  spiritual,  whereas  the  Humanity  of  Jesus,  by  glo¬ 
rification  (which  is  the  proper  name  for  his  regenera¬ 
tion)  became  divine.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  he  sub¬ 
mitted,  as  men  should  do,  to  the  rite  of  baptism ;  but 
that  his  glorification  was  not  hereby  effected,  is  evident 
from  his  saying,  long  afterwards,  ‘Father,  glorify  thy 
Name  :5#  thy  Name  denotes  thy  Humanity ,  it  being  by  this 
that  the  Divine  Essence  is  made  known  to  men,  as  men 
by  their  names  are  known  to  each  other.  The  common 
error  has  evidently  arisen  from  the  want  of  rightly  dis¬ 
tinguishing  between  ‘the  outward  visible  sign  and  the 
inward  spiritual  grace,5  and  supposing  the  latter  instan¬ 
taneously  to  accc-mpany  the  former,  and,  in  fact,  to  be  con¬ 
ferred  by  it;  whereas,  though  baptism  is  truly  an  emblem 
of  regeneration,  regeneration  is  a  thing  which  can  only  fol¬ 
low  it  by  degrees,  and  which,  without  attentive  co-opera¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  person  baptized,  can  never  follow 
it  at  all.  The  distinction  between  the  rite  and  the  thing 
signified  is  further  evident  from  the  Lord’s  words,  when 
he  said,  ‘  I  have  a  baptism  to  be  baptized  with,  and  how 
am  I  straitened  till  it  be  accomplished.5!  He  could  not 
here  allude  to  his  external  baptism,  for  that  had  taken 
place  long  before;  but  he  plainly  alludes  to  that  inward 
process  by  which  his  Humanity  was  to  become  divine, 
and  of  which  his  baptism  by  John  wras  only  an  outward 
emblem.  So,  when  he  said  to  James  and  John,  ‘  Are 
ye  able  to  drink  of  the  cup  that  I  shall  drink  of,  and  to 
be  baptized  with  the  baptism  that  I  am  baptized  with,5J 

*  John  xii,  28.  f  Luke  xii.  50.  J  Matt.  xx.  22. 
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he  could  not  allude  to  an  outward  baptism,  for  this  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  any  difficulty,  and  had  doubtless  al¬ 
ready  been  submitted  to  by  the  disciples :  but  by  the 
cup,  he  meant,  with  respect  to  himself,  the  bitter  temp¬ 
tations  to  be  undergone,  even  to  the  death  on  the  cross, 
before  his  Humanity  could  be  fully  united  to  his  Divine 
Essence ;  and,  with  respect  to  the  disciples,  the  tempta¬ 
tions  to  be  endured,  even  to  the  death  of  the  selfish  life, 
before  they  could  be  fully  fitted  for  heaven;  and  by  bap¬ 
tism  he  meant,  with  respect  to  himself,  the  process  of 
glorification,  and  with  respect  to  them,  that  of  regene¬ 
ration.  (It  should  be  noted,  that  the  phrase  here  used 
‘I  am  baptized  with,’  does  not  mean  a  baptism  already 
completed ,  but  at  present  in  progress ,  as  may  be  s^en  by 
referring  to  the  original,  which  might  properly  be  trans¬ 
lated,  6 1  am  being  baptized  with.5)  Jesus  Christ  re¬ 
peatedly  says  to  his  disciples  4  Follow  me  ;’  and  what 
kind  of  a  following  this  is  he  explained  when  he  said, 
4  Ye  which  have  followed  me  in  the  regeneration .5#  But 
it  is  impossible  to  follow  a  person  who  is  standing  still : 
if  therefore  regeneration  could  be  conferred  by  baptism, 
or  in  any  other  instantaneous  manner,  the  Lord  would 
never  have  described  it  by  an  image  which  implies  pro¬ 
gression. 

4.  As  to  the  opinion  that  man  is  made  regenerate  by 
a  sudden  impression  produced  upon  his  mind  when  hear¬ 
ing  preaching,  or  when  reading,  meditating,  or  other¬ 
wise  engaged;  this  is  not  more  agreeable  to  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Scripture  than  that  which  supposes  regeneration 
to  be  conveyed  by  baptism.  It  no  doubt  is  true  that 
there  are  periods  in  the  life  of  many,  in  which  they  in 
this  w  ay  experience  states  of  superior  illumination  of  the 
understanding  and  elevation  of  the  affections:  but  these 
may  be  experienced  by  a  man  many  times,  since  there 
are  many  great  changes  of  state  to  be  undergone  in  the 
journey,  from  Egypt  to  Canaan,  without  its  being  true 
that  he  is  fully  regenerated  by  any  one  of  them.  These 
changes  in  some  may  be  manifestly  perceived :  in  others 
they  may  be  so  gradual  as  to  be  scarcely  observed  :  but 
it  would  be  great  rashness  to  conclude,  on  experiencing 

*  Matt.  xix.  28. 
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anything  of  this  kind  ever  so  vividly,  that  we  are  there¬ 
by  suddenly  made  regenerate.  There  must,  indeed,  be 
a  period,  in  which  a  regard  to  heavenly  objects  obtains 
the  supremacy  in  our  minds,  and  the  change  which  then 
takes  place  in  us,  internally,  must  be  great,  but  previous 
to  this  there  will  have  been  many  aspirations  towards  it, 
and  afterwards  there  will  long  remain  so  much  of  the 
old  man  to  overcome,  that  probably  the  precise  moment 
of  the  change,  though  known  to  the  Lord,  is  seldom  to 
be  certainly  discerned  by  the  person  himself.  Admit¬ 
ting  the  moment  of  this  change  to  answer  to  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  natural  birth,  this  analogy  will  shew  how  cau¬ 
tious  we  should  be  in  pronouncing  respecting  it.  For 
great  as  is  the  change  in  its  state  of  existence  which  a 
human  being  experiences  at  its  birth  into  the  world,  its 
consciousness  is  then  so  extremely  obscure,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  its  senses  being  not  yet  developed,  that  there 
is  room  to  doubt  whether  it  has  any  perception  of  it  at 
all.  Afterwards,  when  the  senses  are  opened,  and  some 
dawnings  of  reason  commence,  we  find  no  difficulty  in 
believing  the  report  of  our  parents  respecting  the  date  of 
our  birth  ;  but,  of  ourselves,  we  have  no  more  knowledge 
respecting  that  event,  and  of  the  state  of  our  existence 
for  some  time  after,  than  we  have  of  the  state  of  our  ex¬ 
istence  before.  We  know  that  we  live,  but  we  know 
not  when  we  began  to  live.  Is  it  not  then  to  be  infer¬ 
red,  that  the  moment  of  our  spiritual  birth,  though  known 
to  the  Lord,  who  is  our  spiritual  Parent,  is  equally  hid¬ 
den  from  ourselves?  The  Word  of  God  declares  that  it 
is  so,  when  it  says,  ‘The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell 
whence  it  cometh  and  whither  it  goeth:  so  is  every  one 
that  is  born  of  the  Spirit  by  which  we  learn,  that  the 
process  of  regeneration  is  extremely  mysterious  and  hid¬ 
den,  but  that  we  may  be  sensible  of  it  by  its  effects. 

The  fact  is,  that  when  man  is  really  advancing  in  the 
path  to  heaven,  the  w^ork  of  regeneration  is  taking  place 
in  him  every  moment.  Every  heavenly  grace  which  in 
succession  is  inseminated  into  his  mind,  is  a  new  birth  : 
but  he  himself  cannot  be  properly  said  to  be  born  again, 

*  John  iii.  8. 
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that  is,  to  be  fully  regenerate,  till  everything  in  him  that 
opposes  the  life  of  heaven  is  cast  out  or  subdued,  and 
he  is  completely  qualified  to  enter  the  heavenly  king¬ 
dom,  being  altogther  of  like  mind  with  the  heavenly  in¬ 
habitants.  The  gradual  nature  of  this  process  is  alluded 
to  by  the  Lord,  when  he  says  that  c  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  [that  is,  the  implantation  of  that  kingdom  within 
us  by  regeneration]  is  like  unto  a  grain  of  mustard  seed, 
which  a  man  [the  Lord]  took  and  sowed  in  his  field 
[the  church,  or  the  man  who  is  preparing  to  become  a 
member  of  the  church]  :  which  indeed  is  the  least  of  all 
seeds :  but  when  it  is  grown  it  is  the  greatest  among 
herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree,  so  that  the  birds  of  the  air 
come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof.5*  This,  it  is 
evident,  is  not  the  work  of  a  moment.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Israel  from  Egypt, 
and  their  introduction  into  Canaan,  are  a  type  of  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  man  from  a  natural  state,  and  of  his  eleva¬ 
tion  to  a  spiritual  state,  thus  of  his  regeneration  :  but  this 
is  described  as  a  long  and  arduous  operation,  or  rather 
as  a  continued  succession  of  such  operations. 

Let  then  no  one  who  is  in  earnest  about  his  salvation, 
dream  of  being  born  again,  or  made  regenerate  in  a 
moment;  which  is  a  notion  more  calculated  to  nourish 
presumption  than  holiness.  Let  him,  however,  remem¬ 
ber,  that  regeneration  must  take  place  in  him  before  he 
can  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Let  him  then  begin 
in  the  right  place,  (which  is,  with  self-examination  and 
repentance,)  and  advance  according  to  order,  looking  to 
the  Lord,  and  he  will  finally  surmount  all  opposition, 
and  6  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  his  mind,  and  put  on 
the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteous¬ 
ness  and  true  holiness. 5| 

II.  We  proceed  to  offer  some  elucidation  of  the  true 
doctrine  of  Scripture,  respecting  that  often  debated  sub¬ 
ject,  Good  Works. 

1.  As,  on  the  one  hand,  the  prevailing  class  of  religious 
professors  have  adopted  the  delusive  notion  that  works 
have  nothing  to  do  with  salvation ;  so,  on  the  contrary, 
there  are  not  wanting  many  who  go  to  the  other  extreme, 

*  Matt.  xiii.  31,  32.  f  Eph.  iv.  23,  24. 
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and,  in  opposition  to  the  tenet  of  faith  alone,  adopt  that 
of  works  alone,  as  being  all-sufficient  to  open  the  gates 
of  heaven.  Thus  a  celebrated  poet  (who,  however, 
deserves  more  praise  for  the  harmony  of  his  numbers 
than  for  the  soundness  of  his  philosophy,)  has  said  in 
the  well-known  couplet : 

4  For  modes  of  faith  let  erring  zealots  fight : 

His  can’t  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right 

where  he  appears  to  consider  a  well  ordered  outward 
behavior,  independently  of  the  motives  in  which  it  ori¬ 
ginates,  as  all  that  is  necessary  to  form  the  character  of 
a  good  man.  In  fact,  this  seems  to  be  the  maxim  of  all 
that  great  portion  of  mankind,  who,  without  concerning 
themselves  about  the  doctrines  of  religion,  go  to  church 
for  form’s  sake,  and  frame  their  own  loose  notions  of 
Christian  duty.  And  these  notions  are  certainly  much 
strengthened  by  the  practice  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
clergy,  who,  seldom  touching  upon  doctrinal  points,  en¬ 
tertain  their  audiences  with  topics  of  mere  morality. 
Thus  between  the  more  vehement  class  of  teachers,  on 
the  one  hand,  who  mistakenly  arrogate  to  themselves 
the  title  of  Evangelical  Ministers,  and  are  loud  in  pro¬ 
claiming,  the  soothing  doctrine  of  faith  alone;  and  the 
class  of  torpid  moralists  on  the  other,  whose  lessons  in¬ 
culcate  (in  direct  tendency,  if  not  in  express  words)  the 
scarcely  less  palatable  doctrine  of  works  alone;  the  heav¬ 
enly  marriage  of  goodness  and  truth  is  forbidden  to  es¬ 
tablish  itself  on  the  earth;  and  the  professing  church  has 
grievously  sinned  against  that  awful  warning  of  the  Lord, 
which  in  its  internal  sense  refers  to  this  spiritual  mar¬ 
riage,  as  in  its  external  it  does  to  the  natural  marriage, 
c  What  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put  asun¬ 
der.’*  Love  and  wisdom,  goodness  and  truth,  life  and 
doctrine,  are  conjugal  partners,  whom  Infinite  Wisdom 
has  decreed  eternally  to  unite.  Separate  them,  and  each 
loses  its  true  nature :  and  he  who  is  guilty  of  this  unna¬ 
tural  divorcement,  is  in  the  condition  of  the  man  who 
intruded  among  the  guests  of  the  heavenly  king  without 
having  on  a  wedding  garment,  and  whose  portion  was 

*  Matt.  xix.  6. 
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to  be  cast  into  outer  darkness,  where  is  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth.* 

Good  works,  then,  to  be  genuine,  must  be  done  from 
a  motive  of  living  charity  or  kindness,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  dictates  of  a  true  faith :  and  all  the  actions  of  a 
man’s  life,  that  have  these  life-inspiring  principles  within 
them,  are  good  works.  No  action  can  possibly  be  done 
by  any  man  but  from  some  motive  ;  and  both  his  will 
and  his  understanding  must  concur  in  the  doing  of  it: 
consequently,  such  as  the  motive  is,  or  such  as  is  the 
quality  of  the  will  and  understanding  in  doing  it,  such  is 
the  act.  When,  therefore,  good  actions  are  commanded 
in  the  Holy  Word,  extraordinary  performances,  far  out 
of  the  ordinary  line  of  our  duties  as  members  of  civil  and 
religious  society,  are  not  meant ;  but  the  requirement 
implies  that  we  are  to  discharge  all  the  duties  of  our 
station  with  sincerity  and  uprightness,  suffering  no  mo¬ 
tive  opposite  to  charity  to  our  neighbor,  and  love  to  the 
Lord,  to  insinuate  itself  into  anything  that  we  do.f  This 
is  the  reason  that  the  order  of  the  divine  precepts  is, 
L  Cease  to  do  evil :  learn  to  do  well  :’J  for  until  evil  is 
desisted  from,  and  held  in  abhorrence  as  infernal,  the 
most  splendid  outward  acts  of  beneficence,  though  equally 
useful  to  mankind  as  if  they  proceeded  from  real  charity, 
are  not  good  works;  nor  will  they  procure,  for  him  that 
performs  them,  any  remission  of  the  penalty  due  to  the 
inwardly  cherished  evils  of  the  heart.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  the  heart  is  purified  from  these ;  when  an 
earnest  desire  is  felt  to  be  totally  delivered  from  their 
influence ;  when,  consequently,  the  practice  of  sin  is 
desisted  from,  and  no  thought  is  suffered  to  harbor  for  a 
moment  in  the  mind  that  is  in  any  degree  incompatible 
with  a  desire  for  the  welfare  of  others  and  for  our  own 
purification:  then, by  degrees,  a  real  love  for  our  neigh¬ 
bor  is  insinuated,  accompanied  by  a  firm  faith  in  the 
Lord  and  his  Word  ;  not  a  simple  assent  of  the  under¬ 
standing  to  its  truth,  but  a  heartfelt  acknowledgment  of 
the  eternal  moment  of  all  that  it  teaches  :  and  the  sim- 

*  Matt.  xxii.  12,  13. 
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plest  action  of  the  life  that  is  done  under  the  influence 
of  such  a  heart  and  mind  as  this,  comes  under  the  de¬ 
scription  of  what  the  Scripture  calls  good  works.  Were 
it  otherwise,  the  requirement  of  good  works  could  only 
be  of  partial  application,  since  a  great  portion  of  mankind 
are  precluded  by  circumstances  from  the  ability  of  doing 
many  other  good  works  than  such  as  are  included  in  the 
common  duties  of  their  station :  whereas,  when  it  is 
known  that  these,  when  done  under  the  influence  of 
charity  and  faith  within,  are  genuine  good  works,  we 
see  that  the  poorest  laborer  may  be  as  rich  in  them  as 
the  highest  peer. 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  when  once  genuine 
charity  and  faith,  in  consequence  of  an  attention  to  the 
precept,  c  Cease  to  do  evil,’  have  gained  a  seat  in  the 
mind,  and  when,  under  their  influence,  a  man  has  begun 
to  c learn  to  do  well,’  he  will  be  disposed  to  carry  his 
obedience  to  the  latter  precept  as  far  as  circumstances 
will  permit.  He  will  continually  be  discovering  how  he 
may  perform  the  plain  duties  of  his  station  in  a  manner 
more  beneficial  to  those  about  him ;  and  his  increasing 
flame  of  charity  and  love  will  successively  dispose  him 
to  endeavor  more  and  more  strenuously  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  his  neighbor,  and  the  advancement  of  the 
Lord’s  kingdom.  How  little  do  mankind  consult  their 
real  happiness,  when  they  are  desirous  to  keep  whatever 
they  possess  to  themselves;  to  monopolize  for  themselves, 
if  it  were  possible,  all  the  knowledge,  or  talents,  or  wrealth 
in  the  world !  How  little  disposed  are  they  to  believe, 
(what  the  incessant  changes  that  take  place  in  human 
affairs  might  teach  them  every  day,)  that  nothing  of 
these  is  their  own ;  that  they  are  mere  stewards  under 
Him,  from  whom  all  creation,  with  everything  in  it,  has 
birth  :*  and  that  they  never  can  enter  into  the  true  en¬ 
joyment  of  anything  confided  to  their  care,  till  they  view, 
and  feel  pleasure  in  viewing,  both  themselves  and  their 
possessions  in  their  true  light, — their  possessions,  wheth¬ 
er  mental  or  corporeal,  as  loans  from  the  Lord,  and 
themselves  as  servants,  to  whom  they  are  confided  to 
be  improved  for  his  use ;  and  till  they  hence  become 

*  See  Matt.  xxv.  14  to  30  ;  Luke  xii.  20  ;  xvii.  10  ;  xix.  12  to  27, 
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truly  solicitous  to  employ  all  that  they  have,  so  as  best 
to  promote  the  designs  of  its  proper  Owner!  To  regard 
their  possessions  in  this  light,  would  appear  to  many  like 
the  total  loss  of  them :  whereas,  such  loss  must  be  the 
certain  consequence  of  the  opposite  conduct.  For  to 
arrogate  to  ourselves,  as  our  own,  the  blessings  which 
we  enjoy  by  divine  favor,  must  cause  us  infallibly  to  be 
deprived  of  them  in  the  other  life,  where  an  exact 
agreement  between  men’s  inward  state  and  outward 
condition  takes  place:  whilst  to  ascribe  them  to  Him, 
to  wThom  alone  they  really  belong,  and  to  employ  them 
in  his  service,  is  the  way  to  render  our  possession,  either 
of  them  or  of  more  excellent  ones,  eternal.  It  will  also 
make  them  the  means  of  affording  us  bliss  inconceivable, 
of  which  we  shall  have  a  foretaste  in  this  world,  and  a 
full  enjoyment  in  the  next.  For  we  thus  become  con¬ 
joined  to  Him  who  is  the  Source  of  blessing  :  our  souls 
are  open  to  the  reception  of  the  beatitudes  which  he  is 
ever  waiting  to  impart  to  his  real  servants ;  and  which 
he  imparts  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  earnestness  with 
which  they  apply  themselves  to  receive  them. 

2.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that,  whenever 
man’s  final  allotment  is  treated  of  in  Scripture,  nothing 
but  his  works  are  mentioned  as  the  criterion  by  which 
he  is  to  be  judged.  We  will  quote  a  few  passages.  ‘I 
will  recompense  them  according  to  their  deeds ,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  works  of  their  own  hands.’*  4  God  will 
render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds;  to  them  who, 
by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing ,  seek  for  glory  and 
honor,  and  immortality, — eternal  life :  but  unto  them 
that  are  contentious,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey 
unrighteousness, — tribulation  and  wrath. ’f  ‘  We  must 
all  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  that  every 
one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according 
to  that  he  hath  done ,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.’J  CI 
know  thy  works .’§  ‘And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and 
great,  stand  before  God;  and  the  books  were  opened, 
and  another  book  was  opened  which  is  the  book  of  life  : 
and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those  things  which 

*  Jer.  xxv.  14.  f  Rom.  ii.  6,  7, 8.  %2  Cor.  v.  10. 
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were  written  in  the  books,  according  to  their  works. 
And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it ;  and 
death  and  hell  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them : 
and  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to  his  worksd* 
‘I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give 
,  every  man  according  as  his  work  shall 

This  constant  mention  of  works  as  the  things  accord¬ 
ing  to  which  man’s  final  lot  is  determined,  is  completely 
fatal  to  the  notion,  that  man’s  salvation  depends  solely 
upon  his  faith,  or  to  the  tenet  of  faith  alone.  If,  at  first 
sight,  it  appears  less  favorable  to  the  tenet  of  works 
alone,  the  view  which  has  already  been  given  of  the 
nature  of  genuine  good  works,  is  sufficient  to  dissipate 
such  a  fallacy. 

Works  alone,  it  has  been  seen,  that  is,  works  done  in 
an  external  form,  so  as  outwardly  to  appear  good,  and 
even  excellent,  are  nevertheless  not  good  works,  if  they 
are  done  from  any  other  motive  than  that  of  disinterest¬ 
ed  charity  and  a  regard  to  divine  laws.  Such  works, 
however,  if  their  mere  outward  appearance  be  regarded, 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  works  done  from  the  pur¬ 
est  celestial  motives:  whence  it  is  evident,  that  although 
works  are  constantly  mentioned  in  the  Word  as  the 
things  by  which  man  is  to  be  judged,  yet  it  cannot  be 
works  alone  that  are  meant.  It  is  declared  by  the  Lord 
to  the  prophet  Samuel, J  that  he  ‘  seeth  not  as  man  seeth ; 
for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the 
Lord  looketh  on  the  heart.’  No  specious  appearance 
can  deceive  his  all-searching  eye;  but  be  the  works 
what  they  may,  he  sees  what  is  within  them,  and  passes 
judgment  accordingly.  The  reason  then  why  works 
are  constantly  mentioned  as  the  ground  of  his  judgment, 
is,  because  whether  the  outward  works  of  a  man,  as  they 
appear  before  the  world,  are  in  agreement  with  the  real 
state  of  his  mind  and  soul  or  not,  it  is  nevertheless  true 
that  all  the  qualities  of  his  mind  and  soul  are  contained 
within  them.  If  he  do  a  work  of  seeming  benevolence, 
whilst  yet  his  heart  is  a  stranger  to  charity,  there  must 
be  within  the  act  a  love  of  ostentation,  or  a  desire  to 
deceive,  or  some  motive  of  this  kind  in  agreement  with 

*  Rev.  xx.  12,  13.  f  Ch.  xxii.  12.  J  1  Sam.  xvi.  6e 
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those  principles  of  merely  selfish  and  worldly  regard 
which  reign  in  his  bosom;  and  thus,  in  the  eye  of  Him 
who  ‘knoweth  what  is  in  man,,# — who  seeth  all  that 
he  is,  intends,  or  does,  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  his 
soul  to  his  most  external  actions,  such  works  are  evil, 
and  are  productive  j;o  the  doer,  not  of  benefit,  but  of  con¬ 
demnation.  In  short,  the  reason  why  man  is  judged 
according  to  his  works,  is,  because  in  his  works  the 
whole  man,  with  all  his  principles  of  life  from  first  to 
last,  is  together  in  fulness;  and  angelic  wisdom,  much 
more  Omniscience,  in  every  turn  of  his  hand,  in  every 
gesture  of  his  body,  can  see  the  whole  of  his  intrinsic 
character.  Man  is  not  judged  by  his  will  alone,  still 
less  by  his  thoughts  alone,  and  still  less  by  his  works 
alone  :  because  affections  may  intrude  into  his  will  which 
his  understanding  may  condemn,  and,  by  virtue  of  an 
interior  will  from  the  Lord,  may  prevent  from  going 
forth  into  act,  and  at  length  may  finally  extirpate :  still 
more  may  this  be  the  case  with  the  thoughts;  and  we 
have  just  seen  that  the  works,  regarded  by  themselves, 
may  be  at  variance  with  both:  but  man  is  judged  by  his 
works  as  seen  in  connexion  with  his  hidden  will  and 
thought,  because  herein  all  the  principles  of  his  interior 
constitution  exist  together. 

We  see,  then,  from  this  slight  sketch  of  the  nature  of 
works  how  much  they  are  mistaken,  on  the  one  hand, 
who  imagine  that  they  may  be  saved  by  works  alone ; 
and  they,  on  the  other,  who  dream  of  being  saved  with¬ 
out  them.  We  see  how  important  it  is  that  we  should 
be  careful  to  regulate  them  aright ;  and  especially  how 
important  it  is  to  examine  those  affections  and  thoughts 
which  are  continually  springing  up  within  us,  and  which 
would  go  into  outward  acts,  if  not  prevented  by  some 
external  considerations.  May  we  then  ever  be  attentive 
to  pass  judgment  on  our  own  works,  in  this  the  fullest 
import  of  the  term  :  and  then  the  judgment  which  will 
be  passed  on  us  hereafter  will  be  an  invitation  into  glory ! 

From  the  above  view  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Church 
called  the  New  Jerusalem  on  the  subjects  of  Regener- 

*  That  is,  Jesus  Christ ;  see  John  ii.  24,  25. 
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ation  and  Good  Works,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
doctrine  therein  taught  respecting  the  True  Object  of 
Christian  worship,  an  opinion  may  easily  be  formed,  as 
to  whether  an  extensive  reception  of  the  principles  of 
that  Church  would  promote  or  obstruct  the  happiness  of 
mankind.  One  would  think  that  even  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  prejudice  could  hardly  hesitate  to  give  a  favora¬ 
ble  answer  to  this  question ;  but  that,  when  once  correctly 
informed  what  these  doctrines  are,  (respecting  which 
much  misrepresentation  has  gone  abroad,)  every  one  who 
hears  of  them  must  admit,  that  they  tend  alike  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  understanding  and  to  correct  the  heart.  Of 
what  importance  must  it  be  felt  by  every  sincere  seeking 
mind,  to  have  his  often  wavering  thoughts  set  finally  at 
rest  respecting  the  proper  Object  of  Worship,  and  to  be 
enabled  to  cast  himself  unreservedly  upon  Jesus,  without 
any  apprehension  of  infringing  the  prerogatives  of  Je¬ 
hovah!  How  gratifying  must  it  be  to  every  one  who 
feels  4  the  plague  of  his  own  heart,5*  but  who  is  convin¬ 
ced,  either  by  reason  or  experience,  of  the  futility  of  the 
hope  which  some  injudiciously  hold  out,  of  a  renewal 
being  practicable  at  once,  to  be  satisfied  that  such  a 
change,  though  not  sudden,  is  certain,  to  those  who 
sincerely  desire  to  undergo  it,  and  who  approach  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Author  of  it,  knowing  that  He 
is  4  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life,5f  and  that  they 
who  (know  these  things5  have  the  promise  of  happiness 
4  if  they  do  them!5J  And  how  satisfactory  must  it  be 
found  by  those  who  desire  to  know  the  Lord’s  will  in 
order  that  they  may  do  it,  to  have  their  confidence  re¬ 
stored  in  all  those  plain  declarations  of  the  Scripture, 
which  so  continually  shew  the  design  of  Divine  Rev¬ 
elation  to  be,  to  teach  man  how  Ho  order  his  conver¬ 
sation  aright,5  that  he  may  experience  4  the  salvation  of 
God;5§  and  to  behold  the  law  and  the  gospel,  so  often 
set  at  variance  by  those  who  understand  neither,  restored 
to  the  most  perfect  harmony!  0  when,  one  is  ready  to 
exclaim,  will  mankind  become  sensible  of  the  value  of 
these  heavenly  doctrines !  0  that  the  whole  world  would 

*  1  Kings  viii.  38.  f  Johnxiv.  6.  f  John  xiii.  17. 
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awake  to  their  true  interests  ;  would  adorn  their  under¬ 
standings  with  the  wisdom,  and  exalt  their  affections 
with  the  love,  which  these  sentiments  are  adapted  to 
communicate,  when  embraced  in  sincerity  and  assumed 
as  the  directors  of  the  life  !  In  such  case  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say,  that  the  earth  would,  in  some  degree,  re¬ 
semble  heaven ;  all  moral  evil,  and  natural  evil  also 
(which  is  only  an  extreme  effect  of  the  former,  whether 
the  connexion  can  be  traced  by  us  or  not),  would  dis¬ 
appear.  All  mankind  would  form  but  one  family  of 
brethren.  The  Almighty  Love  would  be  felt  and  adored 
as  the  Universal  Parent ;  and  His  presence  would  be 
perceived  on  earth  almost  as  sensibly  as  in  heaven. 


